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SOME WORDS FROM THE 
EDITOR— 


On killing 
by the 
Grace of God 


From February 7 1965 to February 
3 1966 the American airforee dropped 
250,000 tons of bombs, napalm and 
rockets in Vietnam. In that year 
they destroyed 2,050 major objectives 
including 305 bridges, Now it is re- 
ported that Washington has plans 
to bomb the main dams on the Red 
River. This would mean hunger and 
death for several million people. 


THE ‘LAW’ OF THE KNIFE AND GUN 


A hundred-odd years ago there was a bounty of a 
few dollars on ‘Red’ Indian scalps. There was also 
the systematic slaughte! of buffale herds to starve 
the inhabitants of parts of America out of existence. 


This was quite in order. It was sanctioned by men 
and sauctified by God, It was necessary for the extens- 
ion of capitalist society. It was, however, an express- 
ion of a backwoods morality. The dominant ideology 
was still paying lip-service to the lofty ideals of the 
Founding Fathers, The New England school poured 
2 culture of freedom and liberty into the American 
tradition, . 


-. Now. with the convolutions of social requirements 
the substratum of ba¢kswood morality has become 
the topsoil of moral convention. Here and there 


A group of young Americans 
war in Vietnam. 


displaying a placard in support of the 


wraiths of ancient middle-class liberalism raise sad 
complaining cries; but the scalp-hunting mentality is 
in control. 


EXCEPTION TO CONFORMITY 


A reporter on the Seattle ‘“‘Times” recently conceived 
‘a test for teenagers that throws no little Hight on 
youth's concept. of the democratic principles on which 
the United States is founded, The test follows: 

“There was a man, beloved of some, detested by 
others, who said— 

“This country, with its institutions, belongs to the 
people who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary 
of the existing government, they can exercise their 
constitutional, right. of amending. it, or their revolw> 
utionary right .to dismember or overthrow it. 

-Abraham Lineolm 
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Without revealing Lincoln’s identity we asked the 
youngsters :—- 


Do you agree with this statement? What kind of 
person might have made the remark? 

Ten of the answers, five by boys and five by girls, 
were published in the “Times”(Seattle) for May 28. 
All are revealing, not merely of the concepts youths 
hold of democracy, but of the age we live in, the 
pressures to conform, and the indoctrination that 
passes for education. 

None recognised this famous statement from 
Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address, The majority in- 
dicated disagreement with it, although only three said 
so directly. ...... 


One said: “This isn’t something we’d hear in 
our democracy because it is quite radical—if someone 
said it today they’d probably be labelled a fringie, 
pinko or something....” 

Another said “—if you said it you might even be 
called a Communist” ® 

_ Another “....it would have to be some nut.” 


PEACENIKS ON PARADE 


On March 28 this year thirty thousand fringies, 
pinkos peaceniks and oddballs paraded down New 
York’s Fifth Avenue, They were the sinking sub- 
stratum of a bygone age. They were opposing the war 
in Vietnam. The ghost of Abraham Lincoln may not 
have been there; but in their ranks there may have 
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been a Russell Lowell who recited as he went the once 
wel:-known lines: 


As for war; 1 call it ‘murder’ 
There you have it, plain and flat, 
I don’t need to go no further 
Than my Testament for that. 


If you take a sword and draw it 

And go stick a fellow through 
Governments ain’t to answer for it— 
God’ll send the biil —to YOU! 


As a counter demonstration to these erypo-reds a 
greup of good clean-living God-fearing young Citizens 
of the U.S. displayed a no-nonsense banner bearing 
the inscription: KILL A COMMIE FOR GHRIST. 


BILLY GRAHAM AGREEES 


This sentiment is endorsed at the highest level, 


His Holiness the Pope approves the bombing and 
prays ter the protection of the Catholic airmen who 
ate caught. This is not surprisnig. The Vatican was 
never noted for its humanity, An enlightened Pope— 
Pope John for instance—is an epoch making event. 
We needn’t worry teo much about that. In the Chris- 
ian haf of the world the revolutionaries are usually 
Catholics, despite the Church, 


Bly Graham (whose favourite god must be the 
two-faced Janus) speaking at the 14th Annual Presid- 
ential Prayer Breakfast, where he sat on the right- 
hand of President Johnston (the A*mightiest man on 
earth) said: “There are those who have tried to reduce 
Christ to the jevel of a genial and innocous appeaser; 
put Jesus said, ‘You are wrong.—I have come as 4 
fire-setter and sword-weilder, ...Billy Graham went 
on to speak of ‘this flame-setting and sword-bearing 
Christ who comes to set the world on fire’, and before 
concluding his address with the last verse of the Battle 
Hymn of the Revublic (“ He has sounded forth the 
trumpet....”) he declared that to preserve some things 
leve must destroy others. 


This is the Billy Graham who braved the hazards 
of darkest Soho to tell the benighted Limeys that God 
loved them. It was mighty comforting to have such 
an assurance from so high an authority. Billly says 
more than his prayers, 


ANOTHER SCALP HUNTER 


Another of the genocidal brigade. 


Senator Richard Russell, chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee has declared that the American 
people would demand the “absolute desolation of North 
Vietnam, and, in my opinion, will be fully justified in 
making this demand. Mistreatment of the prisoners 
will bring about the application of American power 
that will make a desert of their country.” © 


This is the type of mind that is allowed to influence 
the conduct of a nation and control ‘the lives: of men. 
The Senator, obviously a keen reader of Yankee comics 
actually thinks (if that is net too strong a term) that 
30 Americans equats 18 million Vietnamese. His curious 
mental process conceives it a monstrous crime to 
“mistreat” 30-odd men who were innocently dropping 
bombs seven miles from a city centre, and “justifiatle” 
to lay waste a country that wickedly resents being 


‘bombed—even by Americans. 


“~- 
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There is nothing heroic about these people. They 
will take their lethal cargo, be it napalm or hydrogen, 
wherever they are sent, and drop it where they 
are told; on village, town or city, mountain or plain, 
Hanoi, Peking, Moscow, Paris, London—or Rome. It 
may be that they are quite ordinary in civilian life, 
but at their job they are the most dehumanised of 
men. It is doubtful if they need to feel that they are 
blessed by the Pope and approved by Billy Graham. 
There is a pay of 10,000 dollars plus a bonus of 900 
dollars (‘dirty’ money) for the Vietnam operation. 
That is considerable consolation. 

If the Senator has not been misquoted he should 
go away for a long rest, 


Billy Graham could visit him and read him the 
Sermon on the Mount, 


Let’s hepe these yellow-faced barbarians who are 
deyoid of Christian compassion will find it in their 
black hearts not to be meved by their Senator Russells 
but to show mercy to these young men who are the 
tosls rather than the instigators of the crimes they 
commit. 

Kill a commie for Christ—cighteen million times, 


eens 


KILL SCORE BOARD 


What is most alarming when surveying the 
American scene is not the unfeeling bluntness of the 
youngsters with the banner, nor the hysterical 
politician, nor the emotional evangelist ner even the 
wooden president, but the cold impersonal language 
of the pewerful Pentagon. The ‘kill ratio’ bulletins 
issued in Saigon every evening. The ‘search and de- 
stroy missions: the invention and use of destructive 
weapons that shock and embarrass even pro-American 
governments. According to one radio programme, 
from America, torture schools are being set up in 
various par’s of the U S. to ‘nstruct soldiers in methods 
ef brutal treatment of Vietcong, The BBC correspond- 
ent in Washington describes the U.S. Army in Vietnam 
as unique in American military history. This is no 
Citizen Army, no raw young draftees are sent to 
Vietnam. Each fresh intake is placed with experienced 
soldiers skilled and proficient at their job—which Is 
not the conquering of places, but the killing of men— 
women and children are, of course, incidental 
causualities, 

As the Cardinal said when told that there may be 
some Catholics among the Protestants he was planning 
to have massacred: “Never mind, kill them all, the 
good God will pick out His own.” 

It is really not new—this call to kill Commies for 
Chirst—it is the modern version of ‘Death to the 
Infidel’ ‘To the stake with the heretic’ It is a symptom 
of a sick social system, Anyone who thinks that 
capitalism is a scund social system should ponder the 
the absurdity of Britain’s current economic crisis. 

Each day we slip a little further back along the 
steep road that man has climbed. Respect for human 
life grows less. Violence is commonplace, Cruelty en- 
couraged. Murder done by State order and Church 
blessing, : 

The voices of Paine, Lincoln and Lowell—of the 
liberal era of a young economy— are still heard in the 


land; but they are non-conformist and bare'y tolerated, 
They are the voices of a past age, speaking to an alien 
generation. Now in a time of reaction and neo-fascismay 
the role of world leadership has been assumed by the 
United States, and humanity and humanism have de- 
parted from the natienal conscience, 

That is the world’s tragedy. This evil state of mind 
will engulf us all. Vietnam is only one of the first 
victims. 


mE 


Speaking of America, Christopher Hassall, in his 
“Bdward Marsh’—Marsh was for long secretary to 
Churchill—_te’ls a little story of America’s share in the 


-victory in Europe 


Marsh: I’m in favour of kissing him (Uncle Sam) 
on both cheeks, 

W.S.C. But not on all four. 

It looks as if this comment of Churchill’s was no 
longer remembered in Whitehal,l and Uncle Sam is 
receiving the passionate embrace of @ bride—or a 
harlet 

What the dollar will buy! 

—-A. Reeder (Bath, Somerset)! 


HEADLINE EVIDENCE 


CHICAGO DAILY TRIBUNE 
Monday, March 5, 195% 


PEACE MAY BE 


STALIN’S NEW 
SECRET WEAPON 


This old headline (March 1951) shows the 
lengths to which Commies will go to evade 
the judgement of the Lord. Young enthusiasts 
eager to exterminate infidels for Christ’s sake 
must be patient; we don’t live in an ideal 
world. Everything possible is being done at 
Top Level to put matters right. 

2 
THE U.S-M. and other Libertarian Groups are 
demonstrating against the Vietnam war on 
August 20. A march will be made from Char- 
ing Cross to George Square where a meeting 
will be addressed by representative speakers, 


te 
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TRIUMPH FOR THE GNOMES 
OF ZURICH 


Working class to rescue British Capitalism 


By BILL 


THE WILSON GOVERNMENT IS GETTING 
READY TO BAIL OUT BRITISH CAPITALISM AT 
THE EXPENSE OF THE WORKING CLASS. 

A sharp rise in unemployment, following 
the current bank rate increase, is a certainty. 
Under the guise of the prices and incomes 
policy, a more determined drive will now be 
made to muzzle the Trade Unions and impose 
a wage freeze. 

And it is only a matter of timing ana 
tactics before the Labour fakers make fur- 
ther attacks on the workers’ standard of liv- 
ing. This is the real meaning behind Wilson’s 
threat of new “tough” measures to Save the 
pound. 


The harsh realities of the British economy 
are forcing the Government more and more 
into the open. Wilson himself is being com- 
pelled to choose between the workers who 
voted him into power and the foreign bankers 
who keep him in office. He has no difficulty 
in prostrating himself before the altar of 
high finance. 


SELL OUT 


In a recent Commons debate, Wilson sil- 
enced his Leftwing critics with the state- 
ment “Some of us have to govern”. Surpris- 
ingly, one of those who swallowed this rubb- 
ish was Mr. Michael Foot. Why didn’t Foot 
deal with this by demanding “Yes, but in 
whose ‘interests?” - 


This statement by Wilson is not only a be- 
trayal of Socialism, but a sell-out even of the 
reformist policy of the Labour Party. Here is 
a clear admission that the vote-catching 
window dressing that raised Wilson. to power 
must be thrown overboard when there is a 
need to govern - 

Inherent, too, in this admission is the con~ 
feasion that Wilson conceives his role to be 
that of running Capitalism. He has had even 


MEREDITH 


less success than his Tory predecessors. 


The truth is that, given the weakness of 
the British economy, it is no longer possible 
to carry out even the mild reforms required 
by the Labour Party at the last General 
Election- 


The raw truth is that since Wilson came to 
power Britain has received more hand-outs 
than any of the under-developed countries. 

Herein lies a bitter irony for the exponents 
of Capitalism. The ghost of 1929 stalks 
through their ramshackle society and com- 
pels nations dedicated to wolfing each other 
to the greater glory of Capitalist competit- 
ion to come to the aid of one of their stricken 
number, 


WHO GOVERNS? 


But just to what extent does Mr. Wilson 
govern? Five days before seeking a fresht 
mandate at the last general election WilSorm 
boasted: “Our achievement in 18 months is 
that there has been more jobs that unem- 
ployed men.” 


Wilson roared back to power. But within a 
few short months the bank rate has gone up, 
the country has to be subjected to the tight- 
est credit squeeze ever, the dole queues are to 
grow and a grim period lies ahead. 


When the question is posed as to Whether 
these stringent measures will be enough to 
save the tottering economy the enquiries are 
not directed to No. 10 Downing Street- 


Correspondents hasten to interview the 
foreign bankers, and one of them reports 
back with this gem from a leading Zurich 
dealer: “Britain will have to do more than 
this to solve her economic problems.” 


Just where is all this firm government 
that Mr. ‘Wilson promised? Just Who ‘{s:the 


_~— 
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pound being saved for ? The answer is that 
Wilson, far from being able to govern, is no 
more than an errand boy for the gnomes of 
Zurich, — 


This then is the straits to which we have 
been reduced by this economic wizard, this 
master manipulator who only a short time 
ago had the political commentators in the 
Tory Press turning somersaults in admiration. 

This is the man who flashed on to our TV 
screens a little more than 18 months ago to 
tell us about the 13 years of wasted Tory rule, 
and who babbled, straight-faced, about a 
technological revolution, streamlined cab- 
inets and economic dynamism. 


To lend credence to this comic opera, he 
even set up a cardboard Ministry of Technol- 
ogy, with-Mr. Frank Cousins in charge. 


- CARIVNG CAREERS 


All this was under the slogan: “Go with 
Labour.” The extent to which We have gone 
with Labour has been summed up by Mr. 
William Davis, the Financial Editor of the 
Guardian 


“How sad it is that in this supDosedly en- 
lightened age we should be forced to fall 
back on methods which caused misery in 
great-grandfather’s day.’ 15/7/66 
It is more than sad—it is a tragedy—that 

these conditions are being imposed on the 
working class by political pygamies who have 
sneaked into power by using socialist phrases 
to mask their intention to carve out a pol- 
itical career. : 5 

Mr. Wilson and his henchmen Were not 
given an unassailable majority in order to 
impose additional sacrifices on the working 
calss. They were not elected to whip the work- 
ing class into a frenzy of productivity in the 
interests of foreign bankers. They were not 
elected to dragoon the trade unions and 
pursue a wages policy that no Tory Govern- 
ment could hope to survive. And they were 
not elected to give almost unconditional 
support to the murderous American policy in 
Vietnam. 

But let there be no illusions. Now that Mr. 
Wilson’s Brave New World has disappeared, 
in a blizzard of economic realities; now that 
he is hell-bent on saving British capitalism 
come what may, there are no lengths to 


which he will not go to salvage his career. 
HATCHET MAN 


His chief hatchet man will be that hammer 
of the Trade Union, Mr. George Brown. It is 
noticable that Britain’s mammoth corPorat- 
ions have yet to be threatened with the kind 
of medicine he is prepared to force down the 
throats of rank and file trade unionists. 


He will be given fresh powers, with com- 
puslion where necessary, in order to smash! 
the trade unions into submission. 

The massed ranks who trooped through the 
polling booths in the belief that their crosses 
would somehow help to usher in a betten 
society are now about to be presented with 
the bill. 


The Word told them before, during and 
immediately after the election that their 


In our last issue Bill Meredith wrote: 


....some of the workers who so lustily cheered 
the Wilson victory will get their reward. The first 
instalment will be a stiff dose of wnemployment 
as Wilson fulfills the classic capitalist solution 
of having more men than jobs. 


eS 


hopes were in vain. There is no hope of a 
better society until they withdraw their sup- 
port from the parasites whose one and only 
aim in life is to fashion careers out of the 
aspirations of the working Class. 


For the real crime of the bankrupt Mr. 
Wilson and his assistants, the crime for 
which men of his iik must always be indicted, 
is that they debase and help to destroy the 
great tradition of socialist idealism. 


Not only do such men sap the will of the 
working class, but they breed apathy and 
cynicism, leaving the workers a ready target 
for Right-wing demagogues- 


Such is the headlong pace of modern events 
that it has taken only two years for us to be 
shown who and precisely what these men are. 
When next Mr. Wilson asks for a mandate-—= 
and it may not be too long delayed—let the 
workers remember that, contrary to all 
anpearances, there sits a mere puppet whose 
actions are guided from afar. 
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COMMENT 


THE SILENT MEN 


VIETNAM must Still be first priority. The 
victims of criminal aggression—an aggression 
that is in crude and brazen defiance of ail 
law and all treaties—have first claim upon 
decent people everywhere. 


For their infamous work the powerful, 
callous and cowardly Americans have earned 
the condemnation and the contempt of fair- 
minded people all over the world. 


_ British politicians, religious leaders, and al- 
most all newspaper proprietors and their 
hirelings, should be hanging their heads in 
shame for allowing themselves to be bought 
of in supporting the U.S.A.—or keeping 
silent and busying themselves with comparat- 
ive trivialities at a time when loud protests 
are called for. 


A great deal that is spoken in Parliament 
does not get into the papers, and voices may 
have been raised without the man in the 
street hearing of them, but for the most part 
the tragic men (and women) of the 1964 
Labour Government, the humanitarians, the 
pacifists, the friends and champions of the 
common people everywhere, have kept quiet. 
They have had to suppress their own convict- 
ions, to witness the people in a far-off country 
undergoing agonies, both immediate and 
long drawn out, while their hands are tied— 
all for the sake of the Party. 


As recently as 27th February 1966, the 
following article appeared in The Observer: 

Ever since the last election (Oct. 1964) the 80 left- 
wing Socialists members have remained ingloriously 
mute in public. They have done so because in private 
they have the assurance of Harold Wilson that, should 
they win at the next election, their reticence weula 
be rewarded by five years of the full-blooded Sccialism 
which caused the left wing to back Wilson against 
Gaitskell. 

This paragraph was attributed to “Mr. 
Barber”, speaking at Blackpool. The source of 
Mr. Barber’s information was not quoted. 


A “full-blooded Socialism” that can be 
hitched on to a foreign policy. of brutal agg- 
ression by a powerful capitalist, not to say 


66 ° 99 
Gowrie’ 


Fascist, ally, would seem phoney enough to 
warn off any real Socialist—voter or M.P. 


Another explanation by a “rebel” M.P. was 
forthcoming shortly before the March Gen- 
eral Election . Tribune of 25th February 1966 


carried a short article by Emrys Hughes MP., 
folowing another of his visits to Russia. It 
seems that Comrade Ivan Maisky, Soviet 
Ambassador to Britain before and during the 
1939 War and now living in retirement, was 
at a loss to understand a British Labour 
Government’s acquiescence in American 
naked war policies in South East Asia. So 
the Member for South Ayrshire found he had 
to explain to Maisky his Government’s 
Foreign Policy “as best I could. ” 

The Labour Government took cffice at a difficult 
time in a financial crisis, when the £ was in danger, 


and when it only had the narrowest majority in the 
House of Commons, : 


-The miracle was that it had survived at all and 
was now popular enough to risk a General Election 
with prospects of success, 

Our hope was that, if we came back with a larger 
majority, this would indicate that the country was 
behind Wilson and that he would be able to speak 
with a greater authority and take a more independent 
line towards America,” 

The reactions of Comrade Maisky, a sound 
and genuine Socialist, are not stated. It is not 
likely that he would be greatly impressed. 


Be patient, you Poor people of Vietnam. 
When we get a bigger majority we’ll stand up 
to those Americans and put a stop to that 
bombing and burning and demoralising of 
your nation. } 

Summer of 1966: 

H. W.: “How de you do, Mr. President. We meet 
again, You may have heard that I now have a 
substantial majority of almost 100”. 

LBJ.: “Yes. Allow me to congratulate you. A 
wonderful achievement.” . 
FLW.: “Of course, with this solid majority I can row 
speak to you with a little mere authority and— 
er—independence, particularly about Vietnam. 

L.B.J. “Yes, yes. Your resounding victory at the polls 
must mean that the British peonle are decidedly 
behind you in your support of our American 
polices in South East Asia,” 

‘H. W.:“Well, not exactly that. As a matter of fact, 
we kept Foreign Policy in the background during. 
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the Etection, concentrating on Home affairs. 
People’s minds can be easily directed. 


At the same time, we do know that there is 
much opposition in our ewn ranks to the bomb- 
ing in Vietnam, and I should advise you to give 
orders for it to be much curtailed and gradually 
stopped, The «consequences may be serious.” 

L.B.J. “Oh yeah?” 
A likely line of talk for Britain’s Prime 
Minister ! 


PARTY BEFORE HUMANITY 


Alas, there are precious. few grounds for 
thinking that “pragmatic’ (opportunist) 
Wilson could be anything but more of a Yes 
Man to the U.S.A. than before. 


“Party before Humanity” clearly shows the 
anti-war M.P.s to be in a false position in 
that Labour Government dominated by Tory 
foreign policy, and it may truly be said that 
the ineffectiveness of the members’ ignoble 
silence has been reflected by the ineffectiv- 
ness of Vietnam Protest Groups ali over the 
country. 

The changed situation from the majority of 
2 to that of 97 may open the way for more 
opposition from the humanitarians, but such 
opposition can ke just as easily brushed off by 
the Government as being of little account. 


It is more than a possibility that Britain’s 
young Jads, drafted into the Armed Forces, 
may be brought into line with: McNamara’s 
conscripts in the U.S.A—for duty in South 
East Asia—conditioned to hate the natives of 
other lands whom they know nothing about, 
and to look upon them only as “Commie 
bastards”. 

Such is today’s “Christian Way of Life” in 
the land over which George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln once presided. 


As for the Vietnam massacres being war to 
check the spread of Communism, the claim, 
repeated parrot-like by the Roman Catholic 
world in alliance with U.S. Big Business, we 
would be well advised to listen to the words 
of Bernard Shaw—a man who knew his 
world: 

“4 war on Communism is ignorant blazing nonsense, 

i immense basis of Communism 
A att Dees apitiantion could not exist for a 
seek our strength is in that basis, 

Wf the Min‘ster of Defence anneunced that he 


rivate 
ld leave the defence of the country to P 
Seen he would be certified and stowed in 4 


qmental hospital next day. 


* The future is to the country which carries Commun- 
ism farthest and fastest.” 


PROLONGING THE WAR 


How many more times are the people of this 
country to be told that “the Reds”are pro- 
longing the war in Vietnam? It is brazenly 
repeated by Premier Wilson when interviewed 
by Terence Lancaster as reported in The 
People of 19th June 1966. 


“No Government”’,says Mr, Wlson, “has done more 
than we have to try to get the parties to the con- 
ference table The action that the Foreign Secretary 
and I have taken month by month with our Soviet 
partners as co-chairmen of the Geneva Agreement, 
our. discussion with the united States over a period 
of 18 months, our Commonwealth Peace initiative, 
the Christmas truce, and all that followed all these, 
have shown not only our desire to bring the fighting 
to-an end, but also the fact that America is willing 
en conditions, to sit around the conference 

able. 


THE ONLY PROBLEM LIES IN HANOI, WHICH 
SO FAR HAS REFUSED TO NEGOT IATE.” 


Which can almost compete in hypocritical 
humbug —coming from a crafty politician 
who has aligned himself and his party with 
the U.S.A.—with pius papal pleas for “peace”. 


The brazenness and the deceit le in the 
statement that: “America is willing, without 
conditions, to sit round the conference table.’ 


Let it be answered by Nguyan Xuan Tram, 
Secretary of the Fatherland Front, which 
represents all political parties in Vietnam. 


Secretary N. X. Tram was asked 


whether President Johnson’s frequent talk of peace 
and his offer to “negotiate without conditions” haa 
had any result in Vietnam, He replied: “Since John- 
gon doubles his combat troops and increases de- 
structive bombing of the populations in both North 
and Scuth Vietnam while talking peace, we consider 
that he has no real will to peace but is making a 
‘peace offensive’. He aims to hide the imperialist face 
of the U.S.A. and to gain by negotiation what he never 
got in the Geneva Agreements, A PERMANENT U.S. 
BASE IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

“He aims: 

1) to lessen the fighting resistance of our people; 

2) to gain a respite to replenish his arms and men’? 


‘what Johnson cells ‘unconditional discussion’,’ sald 
Tram, ‘contains really only two conditions: (1) that 
U.S. forces intend to remain in South Vietnam in- 
definitely to ensure the kind of government they want; 
(2) they will not negotiate with the South Vietnam 
Liberation Front as a ‘decisive force’, though it con- 
trols four-fifths of South Vietnam. Henee Johnson’s 


peace talk is only a trick.” 
Secretary N. X. Tram was asked: 
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‘Mo the ‘four points of Pham Van Dong’ remain 
“unchanged?” 

Tram _ replied that they remain and that they ask 
no more than was already guaranteed to Vietnam by 
the Geneva Agreements of 1954, That is, they demand 
recognition of the ‘independence’, sovereignty, unity 
and territorial integrity” of Vietnam as a whole; they 
demand that no foreign troops or bases shall be in 
Vietnam and that the Vietnamese people shall man- 
age their own affairs, 


What self-respecting people could say less 
than that? 


MARCH FORWARD AFRICA 
We are all accustomed to hearing the 


argument of defenders of Colonialism. They 


lose no opportunity of telling the world that 
‘majority rule in Africa is not practicable yet. 
The natives of Africa are a long way from 
being intellectually fit to vote or to take re- 
sponsibility in the affairs of government”. 


Strangely enough, there was a Similar 
situation in England just 100 years ago. Any- 
one referring to English newspaper files for 
the year 1866 would find many letters appear- 
ing in connection with the Second Reform 
Bill, brought forward by Mr. Gladstone and 
Mr. John Bright. Almost all the letters indig- 
nantly denounced the proposed wider fran- 
chise, on the ground of the moral and intell- 
ectual inferiority of the wage-earners OF 
THIS COUNTRY. 

The Reform Bill of 1866 was mild, but it 
was strong enough to split the Radical Party 
that produced it, large numbers of Whigs 
(Liberals) joining with the Tories in opposing 
the Bill. 

Precisely the same arguments—backward- 
ness and inferiority—are being used today to 
hold back the steady advance, and deliver- 
ance, of the Negroes. 

Can it be that there are people who want 
to keep them “backward and inferior.’””? 


Guy Aldred used to describe Settler Colon- 
ialism as the worst form of Colonialism. He 
was perfectly right. 

The pioneers of Imperialism may have 
roughed it in seizing what they had no right 
to seize, but. following generations came to 
live in comfort and luxury, taking full ad- 
vantage, as a superior class, of the conquered 
natives—making them their servants. By the 


grand style of living as their right, the illus- 
ion of permanence and superiority was 
fortified. 

Algeria was an outstanding example. Much 
older, much bigger, much more: strongly 
entrenched than Rhodesia—but as a colony 
of France it came to an end. They are each 
coming in their turn. 

And so, today we have the edifying spectacle 
of white schoolgirls receiving instruction in 
the use of guns—to shoot down the natives 
of Rhodesia and South Africa “when the time 
comes.” 5 


RHODES DEBUNKED 


Now in the days of Queen Victoria there 
lived a man who inherited wealth.and a life 
of ease as a landowner in Sussex. His name 
was Wilfrid Scawen Blunt. He travelled 
widely, and came to be Attaché at the Brit- 
ish Embassy in Paris. 


He proved, however, to be no ordinary son 
of the aristocracy, and the Diaries which he 
kept, and which were later published, showed 
him to be an original thinker, a fighter for 
the wronged and the underdog, a helper of 
revolt when revolt was called for, and a man 
who had the honesty and courage to condemn 
the rampant imperialism of his day. 

Brought up a Conservative, he was to write 
(1897): 

“The Queen (Victoria) is at the bottom of half 
the Imperialistic mischief we do abroad, She is pleased 
at the title of Empress, and likes to enlarge her 
borders.” 

Brought up a Roman Catholic, he was to 
write (1911): 

“The Jesuit novitiate is the most mentally crush- 
ing process ever invented’ 

Of Cecil Rhodes he left on record this entry 


“30th March 1902. Rhodes is dead. He was a rogue 
and a villian. A lucky speculator, a gambler on rather 
wider lines than the rest; unscrupulous enough to 
save most of his own money at the expense of a war 
and ruin for everybody else,” 

The name of Cecil Rhodes did not merit 
being used for a third-rate street, let alone 
for a rich and beautiful country, conquered 
and exploited by “civilised” colonialists. When 
eventually the Africans come. into rightful 
possession of their own country—as assuredly: 
they will do—the name Rhodesia will quick- 
ly disappear; a thing of the evil imperialisk 


oncoming of new generations, taking this past. 


~ 


‘s. 
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THE PLATFORM 


COMMENTARY By BEN MULLIN (Sec. USM) 
(HECKLERS WELCOME) 


THIS IS THE DAY and age of the “image”. 
Top People, apart from reading the Times, 
worry a great deal about their public image— 
to such an extent that they have created a 
vast army of non-Productive layabouts and 
bestowed on them the sinister title of Public 
Relations Officers. The P-R.O: men in return 
for a casn reward, persuade the public that 
their clients are goody-goodies. Actors and 
actresses started the game, Now everybody, 
who is of any consequence, has joined in- 
Kings and Queens, millionaires and execut- 
ives football players and fockeys, Prime 
Ministers and prostitutes all have their per- 
sonal P-R-O. man to look after their image 
Public figures can go on the rampage safe in 
the knowledge that, whatever, the P.R.O. man 
will see to it that the public are placated with 
platitudes 


CREATING THE IMAGE 


Big business has joined in the game too. The 
P.R.O. men manage to persuade us that 
most industrial concerns are charitable in- 
stitutions, and the manufacture of Profits, it 
at all, is a minor item in their general policy. 
We are convinced that most of the trash that 
finds its way on to the market is the best 
possible under the circumstances, that can 
be produced. By a very carefully planned 
programme of lies, press hand-outs and tech- 
nical jargon, the public is conned into accept- 
ing that the rubbish they buy is the best at 
that price. I often wonder why it is that the 
peovle who defend the profit motive system so 
enthusiastically are so emphatic in their de- 
nial that they make profits, and spend so 
much telling us they don’t. A twinge of cons- 
cience perhaps? 


The best weapon in the P-R.O. man’s arm- 
oury is the word compromise. The heap of 
scrap iron on wheels , otherWise known as 
the modern car, is a compromise, A comprom- 
ise between productive technique and price. 
The little things that slip the P.R-O. man’s 
mind are extremely interesting. They forget 


to tell us about planned obsolesence. Most 
manufacturers make things, not to last but 
to fall apart.. The P-R.O man’s job is to see 
that this kind of information does not reach 
the public, and that the image of big busi- 
ness and big businessmen is maintained in 2. 
favourable light. : 


With regard to the socialist movement the 
public image question is very serious and re- 
quires urgent attention. Most socialists are 
sincere people with a deep regard for human- 
ity. They are genuinely concerned about all 
the misery and starvation that exists in the 
world today. Most of them are ordinary people 
who do ordinary things. The Public have an- 
other idea, they regard socialists as ‘nut~ 
cases’ or people who belong to sinister under- 
ground organisations and only come to light 
of day during ‘bloody revolutions’. The public 
notion about socialists and socialism is large- 
ly due to the reactionary efforts of the mill- 
ionaire press and the propaganda of vested 
interests. The image of socialism is that of 
a jelly, let loose in a vacuum and deprived of 
gravity. The tragedy of the thing is that soc- 
ialists have, if anything, behaved in a 
manner most likely to justify, in the eyes of 
the public, the opinions of the reactionaries. 


A SURREALIST NIGHTMARE 


To enter the world of the Left movement 
is to take a trip with! Salvador Dali through 
some surrealist nightmare, or to go hand in 
hand with Alice through the toDPsi-turvy 
world of Wonderland. The Left movement is 
a mass of conflicts and contradictions, con- 


‘sniracies and ploys, groups and committees. 


The average worker confronted with the 
whole host of contradictory Socialist propa- 
ganda, all the same but different, is bewild- 
ered. 


The socialist movement in GlaSgow is the 
same as it is anywhere else. Shambles is the 
order of the day. To say that the Glasgow 
left element are irresponsible and their 
motives questionable—-would be kind, the 
groups and committees in existence are in- 
numerable . That they are constantly chang- 
ing is a fact. The quantity of paper in circul- 
ation, urging the people of Glasgow on to 
action, is enough to keep the city toilets well 
stocked for a century. The nonsense that 
finds its way into print, under the guise of 
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socialist propoganda, is calculated to damage 
the socialist movement and give ammunition 
to the guns of the reactionaries. 


‘A recent circular doing the round in Glas- 
gow which was an enlightened reply to that 
element who were shouting about volunteers, 
for Vietnam—advocated guerilla warfare 
against the American sailors in Scotland. It 
told us that instead of fighting with the Viet- 
cong in Vietnam, We’ should be waylaying 
American sailors in dark alleys. Another cir- 


cular recently seen in Glasgow announcing. 


a new organisation with a name too long to 
mention but abbreviated is called S.C.R.A.M., 
told us of a demonstration being organisea 
against Polaris—it advised us to bring guitars 
and booze. A bold circular which we received 
announced a shop stewards’ defence commit- 
tee and solicited support. The U.S.M. offered 
all the support which we could give, two 
meetings were held; and the committee was 
never heard of again. A circular advocated a 
protest against the Labour Party speaker 
on May Day; a protest that Was a disorgan- 
ised slogan-shouting, bomb-throwing rabble. 
So it goes on and on and on and...... When 
one learns that most of these circulars are 
produced on the same machine by the same 
people—the mind boggles. 


‘GET WISE—ORGANISE 


A popular slogan within the socialist move- 
ment is the one about solidarity. I rememben 
when I wasno more than a boy, seeing an 
I.W.W.placard with the legend: Get wise— 
organise on it. It’s a great pity that the soc- 
ialist movement have never taken the advice 
which they themselves have offered the 
common people on so many occasions. The 
U.S.M. recently sent a letter round the left 
element of Glasgow advocating the setting 
up of joint action committees, if not a com- 
plete merger. We received two replies. Two 
absolutely hostile to the idea and one which 
lead to 2 useful meeting. This fact shows 
that the socialists have not caught up with 
the workers, in the respect that the socialists 
are still illiterate and incapable of even let- 
ter writing. 


The socialists will have to take some less- 
ons from big business, however distasteful 
that might be. The public image of the soc- 
jalist movement is important. We can’t go on 
advocating workers’ ‘unity and solidarity, 


while we ourselves remain-confused and dis- 
arrayed. The socialist .case is simple, why 
must we blurr the picture with theoretical 
sophistication? Socialist unity is needed more 
today than ever. How can we expect the 
public to respond when we ourselves cannot 
accept the conclusion of our own logic. 


..MAY-DAY, 1966—I would like to thank all the 
comrades who helned to make our May Day Demon- 
stration and meeting a success. Particular thanks to 
our four speakers who did a good job and kept the 
cut-door meeting going continuously, The editor of the 
“Word Quarterly” deserves particular mention since 
he worked so hard to produce the magazine specially 
for May Day; and addressed our evening meeting. The 
comrades who produced our circular and who main- 
tained a ‘high standard despite the large quantity 
required, also deserve our thanks. So do the comrades 
who sold the Word, distributed propaganda, supplied 
lemonade and ice cream. held disscussions with mem- 
bers of the public, and helped in many other ways. 


A JOB FOR EVERYONE—Getting more readers for 
*The Word Quarterly, Get busy NOW. 


LETTER FROM JACK BRADY 


Dear Co-worker, 


The second issue of ‘The Word Quarterly’ reached 
me today, andI want to tell you what a strong 
and timely publication it is. This dirty, lying adminis- 
tration continues its blood-for-profits campaign. It 
appears that the fascist capitalists of U.S.A. have a 
character that is equal to Adolf Hitler in this Lyndon 
B. Johnston To say the very least he is just as big a 
political opportunist ias the racist Hitler 


The anti-Vietnam war movement ismuch greater 
than the news media lets it be known, and I predict 
that unless the U.S. gets out of Vietnam soon, LBJ 
and his fellow-dictators will be defeated in the Nov- 
ember congressional elections. There is a goodly 
number of anti-war candidates appearing on the scene 
end the war-hawks are beginning to see the hand- 
writing on the wall. 


This so-called democratic government is so phoney 
that even the simple are beginning to realise that 
they are the victims of a- vicious genocide-profits 
conspiracy. It seems that if it weren’t for the crumbs 
of welfare that the government hand-out, and the 
people became 2 bit more hungry, it would be no 
preblem to change things damned quickly. The pov- 
erty stricken are well aware that the ‘great society” 
is nothing more than another political gimmick de- 
vised to throw more wealth into the hands of the 
ruling gastapo. If the people would follow throngh and 
either overthrow cr kill our puppet Ky in Vietnam, 
there might be some real changes. But that opposition 
in Vietnam seems to be blowing fhot and cold. One 
wonders who is buying whom. 

Yours fraternally, 


JACK BRADY 


TE RE A I een es ss 
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_A Year of Solidarity 
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.... Guy A. Aldred 


”. ‘The first of three excerpts from JOHN MACLEAN: Martyr of the Class Struggle. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Guy Aldred’s pamphlet 
John Maciean was first published in 1932, and 
reprinted in 1940.These excerPts are taken. 
from the later edition. In a Foreword the 
author says:“....during the Great War his 
name stood for Anti-war, Anti-militarism and 
Anti-conscription. in Scotland. It epitomisea 


‘the. class struggle. From the dock he domin- 


ated history.No better service can be rendered 
to the Socialist cause than to recall the story 
of his life and struggle today, during the 
second Great War.” 


John Maclean was born on August 24, 1879. 
He died on November 30, 1923. 


Excerpt from the Introduction: 


A Message is never understood till the 
messenger has died. The explanation is quite 
simple. So long as the messenger is with us 
his life must be devoted to the proclamation 
of his message. There is always something un- 
finished about his work. We expect and so 
cannot judge. Living, his life withholds some- 
thing not yet expressed, something about to 
be expressed. But death ends our expectations 
We proceed then to judgement.The work is 
finished. It has to be valued and placed. It 
is a definite contribution to human struggle. 
The messenger has passed. Only the message 
remains. 


IN NOVEMBER 1918, following on his 
second release from penal servitude and his 
Free Pardon, John Maclean endeavoured to 
bring about a united workers’ movement for 
the overthrow. of capitalism in Britain. This 
was a year of seeming solidarity of demon- 
stration, and maintainedthe enthusiasm that 
took possession of the radical section of the 
Social'st movement about the time of the 
conscription campaign in 1916. 


Nineteén-eighteen was really a wonderful 
year of socialist fellowship and seeming unit- 


-ed. action. It was the swan song of Socialist 


fellowship allied to the old parliamentary 
movement. Socialist fellowship will be reborn; 


but in the spirit of revolution; and in terms 
of the final struggle between the workers and 
capitalism. - 


On May Day, 1918 Maclean was confined in 
Duke Street prison, Glasgow, pending his 
trial. His sojourn there lends dignity to the 
dreary walls of that drab bastille. The writer 
never passes that dreary prison without 
recalling how thought and integrity were 
encastled there once upon a time and dull 
hireling officialdom stood on guard; and rest- 
less, thoughtless mediocrity paraded its ways 
of interest without. Within the walls of 
Duke Street John Maclean spent his May Day 
1918, a living spirit entombed and in travail, 
witnessing for, and to, the great cause that 
the day symbolised 


May Day, 1918, was Labour’s greatest May 
Day in Glasgow. It was Wednesday May 1, 
and not the first Sunday to which it sub- 
sequently degenerated. It was the genuine 
May Day. 


CHEERING CROWDS 


For weeks before the capitalist press and 
interests had employed every nefarious pawn 
uvon the board to make the demonstration 
“a frost’. They spoke of disloyalty “to our 
brothers in France’—sentiment stirred to 
the dregs; they threatened wholesale dis- 
missals—the economic weapon: they offered 
to see that those who did not respond to this 
May Day call were not combed out for milit- 
ary service—a safety-first device; officially 
and unofficially, they clamoured against 
Wednesday, May 1st 1918 being a day of dem- 
onstration. The day dawned; Labour in 
Glasgow, 100,000 strong, took the day off, 
marched in procession, bands, banners, bann- 
erettes, red ribbons, revolutionary songs: 80 
lorries, found a place in the demonstration; 
twenty-two platforms on Glasgow Green: @ 
galaxy of orators: socialist literature being 
distributed by the ton! 


The sidewalk, en route, was lined with 
sympathisers, who raised approving cries. 
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At the Green there was a great display, and 
every platform commanded a crowd, with 
the sympathy, and not the envy, of every 
other platform. Solidarity and struggle were 
in the air. Sectarianism was relegated to 
obscurity, notwithstanding criticism and 
counter-criticism. 

At the conclusion of the demonstration a 
Zreat crowd went away up to Duke Street 
Prison and cried “John Maclean” several 
times in the hope that the words would be 
heard by the comrade awaiting trial. 

Whether John Maclean heard that ery of 
solidarity or not in physical fact we do not 
know but he certainly sensed it in sPlrit. ana 
struggled to make it the harmony of his 
life’s endeavour. ; 

Solidarity was in the air—for the duration 
of the war only, alas! In this same merry 
month of May we have Willie Gallacher de- 
livering a lecture on “Workers’ War Aims” 
under the auspices of the Drogan LLP. Later 
he spoke on “Capitalism and Patriotism” 
under the auspices of the Anniesland LL.P. 
His address was deemed rousing and fearless; 
he was questioned severely; and, at the con- 
clusion of his meeting the “Red Flag” was 
sung with enthusiasm. Again we have another 
anti-militarist lecture delivered by Gallacher 
under the auspices of the Tollcross and Shet- 
tleston I.L.P: 

In pursuit of similar anti-militarist unity, 
John Maclean was the Principle speaker at 
the St Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow in the Spring 
of 1919. He protested against the exaction of 
indemnities, as the influx of commodities 
merely endangered the workers’ Standard of 
existence in Britain. , 


STRIKE ACTIVITY 


The capitalist newspapers all denied this 
menace at the time. But Maclean was, of 
eourse a thousand times right. Time is with 
truth. And time has not only shown Maclean 
to have been right, but has compelled those 
capitalist sheets to recant. John Maclean is 
dead. But his enemies repeat his truisms as 
their own and count the performance wisdom 
In death his struggle is vindicated. 

From anti-militarist protest to Solidarity. 
with the strike prisoners Was to pass from 
one phase to another of the same struggle. 
On Sunday, June 8 1919 Maclean was the 
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A contemporary (Glasgow Bulletin) picture of part of the crowd listening to John MacLean, Guy Aldred, 
Jimmy Maxton and Harry Hopk‘ns on Glasgow Green, January 1916, a few days before MacLean’s first arrest. 


chief speaker on Glasgow Green to protest 
against the continued Imprisonment of 
Gallacher, Murray and M’Cartney for their 
General Strike activity. These prisoners were 
released from Duke Street prison exactly one 
month later. A reception was given to Willie 
Gallacher in the Clark Town Hall, Paisley, 
on the night of his release, under the auspices 
of the local Trades and Labour Council. John 


\ Maclean was again tre principie speaker, and 


heartily endorsed Gallacher’s regret at leav- 
ing Shinwell behind in the prison. One man 
plays many parts, and destinies are strange 
*hings. Maclean little knew the part that 
Shinwell was to plav in the Labour Govern- 
ments of1924 and 1929. 


A SCOTTISH WORKERS’ REPUBLIC 


On December 25 1920 Maclean convened a, 
conference’ of “All revolutionary Léft- 
Wing Marxist Groups” in the SL.P. Hall. 50 
Renfrew Street, Glasgow. The purpose of 
this conference was to litik up the unattach- 
ed groups and individuals. with the Socialist 
Labour Party, which he viewed, wrongly in 


ie ~ “ly 


the present writer’s opinion, as the most de- 
cidecly Marxian organisation in Scotland.... 


...At this conference Maclean proclaimed 
the idea of a Scottish Workers’ Republican 
Party. He insisted on the need for Socialists 
in Scotland, without neglecting their Inter- 
nationalism, and even in pursuit of it, recog- 
nising the purely Scottish needs of wWorking- 
class organisations in Scotland. He wanted a 
Scottish Workers’ Republic en route to a 
British Workers’ Republic:and en route to 
a workers’ commonwealth of the world. He 
considered his work to be in Scotland. 


Maclean announced his definite antagonism 
to the Communist Party and considered its 
conception of unity fatal to the idea of 
genuine working-class thought and action . 

Two days before [the conference] Maclean 
had tried to lead an unempPploved deputation 
to the Municival Chambers. But the approach 
had been barred by the police. 


He rallied a meeting of the unemployed on 
Monday, December 27, in the City Hall Glas- 
gow, and once more came into conflict with 


the Communist Party. 


The Communist Party sneered at Mclean 
for attempting to organise a Scottish Com- 
munist Party or a Scottish Workers’ Repub- 
lican Party. Yet on January 6, 1921, they 
advertised a meeting in the International 
Hall, Main Street, Gorbals, as being under the 
auspices of the Scottish Communist Labour 
Party, South Side Branch. Mclean never for- 
gave what he deemed this act of treachery. 

In this year, 1921, he returned again to 
the idea of a United Workers’ movement to- 
wards revolutionary struggle. The upshot of 
his activity was greater isolation and the 
creation of the Scottish Workers’ Republican 
movement. 

But Maclean rejoiced in his isolation. 
Always he felt the need to incite to action; 
always his incitement to revolution brought 
him to the jail. Always he returned to the 
struggle more grim than ever. Death was 
necessary to silence his protest and conclude 
his heroism. Even death has not completed 
its appointed task. His name and aspirations 
are destined to become the rallying points 
around which the new Socialist movement of 
final struggle in Britain will be built. 

In 1919 Mclean became convinced of the 
possibility of war between Britain and 
America. The idea of this war haunted him. 
When he turned his attention to the Irish 
question, he co-related British imperialist 
policy in Ireland to the threat of an Anglo- 
American conflict. 

He was not so far out in this idea. The 
conflict has not been waged on the military 


field as he thought; but in the sphere of 
financial intrigue. ~ 


Our next issue will deal with America and 
the Irish Question. 


GUY ALDRED’S WRITINGS: A complete set of the 
. available writines of Guv A, A)dred. together with 
back numbers of THE WORD and various issues of 
NO TRAITOR’S GAIT will he sent to any address 
for 17s.6d. (2.50 dollars) post free. ~ 

a eee cr 
WANTED: Biographical material. The editor of THE 
WORD QUARTERLY is coliecting material for a 
Tife’ of Guy A. Aldred. Suitable material ts wanted— 
letters press-cuttings, early Aldred pamphlets .per- 
sonal reminiscences, Please get in touch with THE 
STRICKLAND PRESS, 35 Montrose Street, Glasgow. 
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TRIBUTE TO 


By VASANT 


Vinayak Damodar SarvarKar was 83 when 
he died. He will long be remembered not only 
for his revolutionary struggle for freedom 
but also for his great contribution to the 
movement for social reform among Hindus. 


He came under the spell of Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak in his formative years. but he was af 
heart a revolutionary. His long incarceration 
and the hardships to which he was subjected 
in jail confirmed him in the belief that India 
could be freed only by an arnied revolt. Be- 
cause of his leadership of the revolutionary 
movement his name had become a- legend 
even before Mahatma Gandhi appeared on 
the scene. 


When he was released the Congress, which 
had by then been built into a powerful organ- 
istaion, led the struggle for national freedom. 
He drifted towards the Hindu Mahasabha be- 
cause he felt that the rise of Muslim Com- 
munalism in the twenties and the thirties 
represented a danger which the Congress 
with its policy of “appeasement” could not 
fight. Though he became identified with a 
party which represented only the majority 
community, this great patriot could not fair- 
ly be accused of communalism. 

From the age of 20 Barrister Veer Savatker, 
as he was popularly known, had only one 
object to live for; to work, suffer, and if nee 
be, die for—one Mother India “Bharat Mata 
(as it was known in the ancient tongue.) 

Savarkar was a poet, a philosopher, aa 
essayist and a scholar. He was a poet, and & 
composer of songs for his people. 


He would still be great without being a po-- 
itican for his works in Marathi, and ia 
English, and the high quality of his life are 
legacies to posterity. Sufferings have sDirit- 
ulised’ his life. We salute him as one of the 
liberators of India, a true interpreter of the 
cultural life of Aryavarta (India) whose Sup- 
reme object was to bring our ancient life into 
line with the most advanced life and thought 
of the modern world. 


Hail! Savarkar—the Prince of Indian 


SAVARKAR 


PARANJYPE 


Savarkar in bar fetters;and in chains, The 
bar fetters were so designed to prevent the 
victim from stooping or sitting. Savarkar’s. 
crime: he agitated for Indian freedom. When. 
we lock at this picture and remember how 
the West has maltreated the East by exploit- 
ation, suppression, and criminal aggression, 
we are amazed at the forbearance of the East. 


revolutionaries: the Father of Indian In- 
dependence. It was not your lot to undergo 
lordly detention in Aga Khan Palace but to: 
be yoked to the oil-mill like a bullock on the 
barren rocks of the Andamans. Yours.was 
not.the reward of a Ministerial post but of 
penury and poverty. Yours was not the 
achievement of fame and popularity, but of 
infamy and persecution. 


Today, in sickness and in sarrow-I’am re- 
membhering. I am remembherive Sevarkar’s 
long life of persecuticn; and I am remember- 


ing Guy Aldred who, appailed. by the treat- 


« Ment of Savarkar, came forward in his 
= decence. 


‘THE _BARRISTER WHO NEVER PRACTICED 


_ Barrister Savarkar was one of those bar- 
tristers who had never practiced, even for a 
Single day. The benchers of Gray’s Inn had 
cancelled his Saned (Barrister) because he 
was a revolutionary and wrote the book The 
Indian War of Independence of 1857 which 
was’ proscriber before its publication. 


The (then) Bombay authorities would not 
allow him to practice and settle down to a 
peaceful life. Their eyes where on him and 
they thirsted for his blood. When he returned 
to India in 1910 it was in custody of London 
police, who had recaptured him on French 
Soil, and not as a hopeful young man return- 
ing to his family, to make a living and bring 
them comfort and happiness. 

When Gandhi was practicing as a barrister 
in South Africa making large sums of money, 
when Nehru was little known or thought of, 
when Bose was but a siripling, and the 
Sardar Patel was unknown to politics, Veer 
Savarkar as a lad was preaching complete 
Freedom to fellow students in 1905; found- 
ing revolutionary societies, and drawing in- 
spiration from the lives of the illustrious 
warriors who fought and died for the freedom 
of Hindustan. 

There was a place for him in the Congress, 
now the ruling party. He could have joined 
it and led it in India and became an all Indla 
Congress leader. He would have been hailed 
one day as next only to the late B. G. Tilak. 
Why did he not do so? Because non-conform- 
ity was in his blood. He did not believe in 
Khadar getting freedom for India within a 
year. He could not subscribe to the doctrine 
of non-violence; and as to truth, 1t may be 
that one man’s truth is another man’s lie. 


He believed in the lesson taught by ancient 


‘Hindu -history as made by Shivail, Rana 


Pratap and Guru Govind Singh, all warriors: 
“A people cannot all become non-violent, and 
a country cannot be defended by means of 
non-violence and truth. God is with the big 
battalions, and big battlions are stronger 
than: truth and non-violence. An abSolute 
non-violence is an absolute sin.” That was 
Veer Savarkar’s philosophy. 


15 
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BRITISH JUSTICE—DONE— 


= -—~ 
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Savarkar in back fetters; and in cross-bar 
fetters. The cross-bar fetters are Worse than 
bar fetters. The prisoner undergoing this 
sentence cannot bring his feet or legs toget- 
her He must walk and work and sleep in this 
condition for weeks. é 


eee 
INTELLECTUAL HONESTY 


We common men and women are of the 
earth—earthy. We want freedom and Swar- 
ajya and we cannot wait till every man and 
women becomes Gandhi. Thus there were 
fundamental intellectual, and political differ- 
ences between Savarkar and Gandhi, and 
Barrister Gandhi was nothing if he was not 
intellectually honest and if he did not hold 
his own opinions against the whole world. 
Savarkar warned in 1942 that Gandhi- 
Nehru’s “Quit India” movement would come 
to an end as a “Split India” movement.. 


A CHITPAVAN 


Savarkar was a Bhahmai, a Chitpavan. The 
Chitpavan is the betenoir of the Anglo- 
Indian administrator and scribe. Intellect- 
ually he is not inferior to any of the races of 
the earth, and morally he has a doggedness 
of purpose gained by centuries of statecraft. 


—AND SEEN— 


Savarkar working the oil-mill. The daily task 
was to extract out of dried pieces of cocoa- 
nut or mustard seed 30 pounds of oil per day. 


He is proud; he is exclusive; but he is the salt 
of Indian earth. 


MUMMIFIED CUSTOMS 


No one fought more strongly against 
mummified customs than Savarkar did. But 
the root of Vedic Aryanism was within him 
and hence the attachment of the Arya - 
Samajjists to him. He was bitter against 
mummified customs that have long outlasted 
their usefulness and otios dogmas that have 
long lost their vitality. 

Savarkar was a revolutionary till the end. 
The instructions he gave for his funeral 
proves that Savarkar had the courage to go 
against orthodox Hindu custom. He was not 
only a political revolutionary, but a social 
revolutionary. 


THE LAND OF THE HINDUS 


Hindustan is the land of the Hindus,, as 
England is that of Englishmen. But India has 
bigger and smaller minorities also. They have 
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as much right to live here as the Hindus 
themselves. He has no quarrel with Parsis; he 
he does not speak against the Jews and the 
Christians, but when it comes to the Muslims, 
he joins issue.. Gandhi used to say that for 
getting freedom he would give 50% seats to 
Muslims in the Assembly and in Parliament. 
Gandhi called Nizam of Hyderabad, Emperor 
of India. Here Savarkar differed. Savarkar’s 
policy: “One man—one Vote.” 
“Oh Muslims! if you come—with you; if 
you don’t—without you; if you oppose, in 
spite of you,we shall continue to fight for 
our National Freedom” 
“If Indians are a majority-community in 
India today; if foreign religions and fan- 
aticisms have not swept us away from the 
face of the earth; if we still are an 
ancient people with our religion, culture, 
history and tradition, fully preserved, it 
is because we have Paid the price in full 
for these, by sacrifices for a thousand 


—TO BE DONE— 


Political flogging. Shriyut Ashutosh Lahiri, 
M.A .(later an elected M.L.A. Bengal Legis- 
lature) flogged for being unable to complete 
his daily task on the oil ‘mill 
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years or more. We have sacrificed our lives 
but we have not sacrificed Dharma— 
Hindudom, the nationality.” 

“You talk of a hundred thousand men 
and women going to “A” class prisons 
during the Civil Disobedience Movement, 
..all honour to them. But what is this 
small sacrifice compared with two hund- 
red thousand Hindu warriors killed in the 
third battle of Panipat in one day for the 
freedom of their country?” 


—So Savarkar spoke to Gandhi in 1927 at 


Ratnagiri when Gandhi went to see Savarkar. 


Savarkar’s achievements may not at first 
appear huge. But his intense patriotism and 


the great courage that endured a lifetime of 
suffering and was still not impaired have set 


a glowing example to his peopPle. 

We remember his daring escape from the 
ship that was taking him, a prisoner, from 
‘England to India; the desperate swim to the 
French shore; his recapture; his incarcerat- 
‘ion in Andaman Island (a British Devil’s Isle 
kept for Indians; staffed by Moslims and— 
‘when Savarker arrived governed by a reneg- 
ade Irishman) for 14 years; folloWed by a 
further 14 years punitive detention at Rat- 
nagiri. 

With 28 years taken from his life Savarkar 
cannot be expected to compare in concrete 
achievement with B.G-Tilak,the father of 
Indian unrest. If we judge by the promise of 
his youth, what might he not have done with 
the use of thoSe 28 years? 


But achievement need not take tangible 
form: it may be expresSed in the force of 
personality that inspires others to deeds that 
‘may not otherwise be performed. 


Sufferings have spiritualised his life. Today 
he comes to us as the finished product of a 
life of Tapasya (like ancient Rishis, like the 
Kumuril Bhatt, Shankaracharya) for his 
country! We salute him as the father of the 
Nation. 

Veer Bharat- Ratna SavarKar is not dead! 
Savarkar is immortal. Akhand [undivided] 
Bharat Amar Rahe. Long live one India! 


An indoor meeting is held on the first Sun- 
day of every month in the BookshoP, 35, 
“Montrose Street, Glasgow, at 7pm. 


APPRECIATION 


Dear Editer, 
I am in receipt of a sample copy of your new 

“Word Quarterly”. I like it. 

Tam an old codger of 85, fighting off the Grim 
Reaper, and living alone in this “neck of the woods” . 

I am enclesing two pounds to help along your good 

work 

Our Canadian Government is afraid to displease the 
powerful U.S.A. for fear of reprisals, as our economy 
is beholden to the Bully Boys in the Pentagon. Our 
soverignity is only a sham, So it is time the common 
people bestirred themselves. 

With best wishes, 
ALLAN G. GRANT 

Whonock BC, 


Progressive Booksellers 
THE WORD QUARTERLY—6d. 
January, April, July, October 
FREEDOM—4d. 
(Weekly) 
SOLIDARITY (Scotland)—éd. 
(Bi-Monthly) 

THE RED FLAG—6c 
(Monthly) 
FREETHINKER—6d 
(Weekly) 

Postage Extra 
—LELT-WING PAPERS and PAMPHLETS— 
BOOKS— NEW and SECOND-HAND 


Our “missicn” in Vietnam, so we are told, is to 
“contain Communism with all necessary violence, 
otherwise we must certainly fight Communism else- 
where under more disadvantageous conditions, 


The anncuncement of such a misSion under such 
conditions is, itself, a felonious, hypocritical crime. 
We may compare such mili operations to the 
violence of a demented armed bandit, invading the 
home of a peaceful citizen with whom he has no 
quarrel, who lives under the protection of an area 
police force, slaughtering his wife and children, set- 
ting fire to the house and justifying his crimes under 
the alibi that if he did not murder and burn out 
this weakling, tomorrow be would surely have to 
murder and burn out a powerful adversary further 
up the street—an alibi of the insane.” 


—H. GC. HOLDRIDGE, Brig. Gen. U.S. Army (Reta) 


ee 

Corporation Buildings, Farringdon Read, Clerken- 
well, where Guy Aldred was born on 5th November, 
1886 are to be pulled down under a slum clearance 
scheme. 


T8 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO CABOT LODGE 


FROM DR. CORLISS LAMONT 


-.- You have pretended that South Vietnam 


was established as an independent State... 


whereas you well know that the division of Vietnam into North and South was designed 


as a temporary measure...... 


315 West 106th Street 
New York 25 
1, November 1965 


Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, 
U.S. Embassy 
Saigon, South Vietnam 


Dear Cabot, 


You will recall that as classmates in the 
great Harvard Class of 1924 we both helped to 
found the Harvard Debating Union during 
our college days and that you and I had brisk 
exchanges of opinion at its meetings. Ever 
since that time more than forty years ago, 
we carried on a running debate concerning 
basic issues that have confronted our country 
and the world. You consistantly maintained 
a conservative position, and before long be- 
came a prominent member of the Republican 
Party. I must say that in my judgement you 
were. always one of the better Republicans. 


Now our disagreement has become more 
far-reaching and fundamental than ever 
because of your active support, as American 
Ambassador to South Vietnam, of the 
Johnson Administration’s cruel, illegal and 
immoral war of aggression in Vietnam. Fur- 
thermore, you were willing to become 
Ambassador a second time precisely when 
Marshal Ky, the new Premier of the South 
Vietnamese Government, had proclaimed 
that his great hero was Adolf Hitler. 


Like Secretary Rusk and the U.S. State 
Department, you have pretended that South 
Vietnam was established as a permanent 
independent State in the Geneva Accords 
of 1954, whereas you well know that the 
division of Vietnam into South Vietnam and 
Morth Vietnam was designed as a temporary 
measure and that the Accords provided for 
all-Vietnam elections in 1956 to unify the. 
country. You must be aware, too, that it was 
the United States and its puppet, President 
Diem of South Vietnam , that refused to per- 
mit these elections and thus clearly violated 


the. Geneva treaty. 
As Walter Lippman has pointed out: 


“While our government encorsed the 
Geneva agreements, and especially the 
provision for free elections, it opposed free 
elections when it realised that Ho Chi Mihn 
[President of North Vietnam] would win 
them. General Eisenhower states this 
frankly in his memoirs. Since that time we 
have insisted that South Vietnam is an 
independent nation.” 

__N. Y. Herald Tribune, April 20, 1965 

What all this adds up to is that in this. 
matter the United States has been guilty of 
double-dealing and a failure to honour its. 
pledged word. 

The inscription on the Seal of Harvard is. 
Veritas, a motto that has deep meaning for 
Harvard men. Do you really think, Cabot, 
that you are serving Truth when you join in 
distorting the meaning and history of the 
Geneva Accords that are so basie to under- 
standing of the situation in Vietnam? 


A NATIONALIST UPRISING 


Again, every objective observer Knows that. 
the National Liberation Front in South 
Vietnam, with its military arm, the so-called 
Vietcong—is leading a nationalist uprising 
supported by the vast majority of the popul- 
ation. The fact that Communists strongly 
back this revolution and Share in its leader- 
ship does not nullify its indigenous character. 
What we have here is the resolute and un- 
yielding effort of a former colonial people 
to assert its freedom. Opposing this is a white 
Western nation, the U.S.A. determined to re~ 
impose shackles such as France maintained 
for almost a century. As the noted British 
historian, Arnold Toynbee, tells us, the Viet- 
cong struggle is part of a world-wide “revolt” 
of the ‘native’ majority ef mankind agains 
the minority.” 

The Vietcong guerillas possess ef¢csive 
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modern weapons in considerable quantity, 
but only a trickle of arms reached them from 
North Vietnam (at least up to February, 1965) 
It is the United States that has been the 
‘main source of supply. For the guerillas have 
obtained their guns cxiefly from deserters 
bringing in American-made arms or by cap- 
turing such arms from the apathetic troops 
of the South Vietnamese Government. 


In spite of these well-known facts, the U.S. 
Government, (February 1965) when it real- 
ised the Vietcong was winning the civil war, 
suddenly started intensive bombing of Com- 
munist North Vietnam on the specious 
ground that that country all along had been 
invading South Vietnam and bore the major 
responsibility for the troubles there. Johnson 
and his military advisors invented this line 
in order to justify their own savage aggress- 
ion against North Vietnam. veg 

This crass propaganda issuing from the 
White House you, Cabot Lodge, have support- 
ed all the way in public statements. In your 
heart of hearts can you possibly think that 
this is Veritas? U Thant of the United Nat- 
ions was right when he said in reference to 
Vietnam: “In times of war and hostilities, 
the first casualty is truth.” 

You have also misled your fellow-Americans 
by claiming that the U.S. Government’s pur- 
pose in Vietnam is to save freedom and est- 
ablish democracy. In fact, starting with the 
prutal dictator Deim, the United States has 
bolstered up one puPpet dictatorship after 
another in Saigon—nine different govern- 
ments in the past two years—as Successive 
military coups have taken place. These South 
Vietnamese governments rule through police- 
state methods of crude vicience, terror and 
torture. None of them would have lasted a 
week without the support of the United 
States. 


EXPERIEMENT IN NEW WEAPONS 


Actually the main purposes of the Presid- 
ent and the Pentagon in Vietnam seem to be 
experimentation with new military weapons 
and strategy; the arresting of the epic 
struggle of the colored races to throw off the 
white man; and the setting up of huge milit- 
ary and air base in South East Asia. Such a 
base, of course would be a constant threat to 
Communist China. Incidently it is absurd to 


he ee 


claim as some Administration spoKesmen 
have done that China is resPonsible for the 
revolutionary upsurge in South Vietnam and 
for the continuance of the war. 


In all frankness, Cabot, how can you sleep 
nights when you sanction the horrible and 
whoiesale slaughter by U.S. bombers of 
women, children and peasants—of non-com- 
batant civilians in general—throughont Viet- 
nam. 


In the past few months American planes 
have repeatedly dropped napalm and heavy- 
duty bombs indiscriminately on South Viet- 
nam villages where a few Vietcong Were re- 
ported to be . Here is what a US. Air Force 
officer recently told the Associated Press: 

“When we are in a bind we unload 
on the whole area in order to save the 
situation We usually kill more women and 
children than we do Vietcong.” In North 
Vietnam, our bombers have destroyed hospit- 
als and patients, schools and school children, 
residential houses and civilians. Owing to the 
terrific bombings in South Vietnam, more 
than 600,000 destitute refugees have fled to 
the coastal cities. You are among thoSe. re- 
svonsible not only for the killing of scores of 
thousands of Vietnamese, but also for the 
death of over 1,000 Americans who have resol- 
utely given up their lives in this futile, useless 
war 10,000 miles from our Pacific coast—a 
mad adventure in which the United States 
has already wasted billions of dollars collect- 
ed from American taxpayers. The Probabil- 
ities are all against us winning this conflict, 
even if our trigger-happy President sends a 
million troons to Vietnam. We cannot win 
because of the jungle terrain, becauSe the 
overwhelming majority of the Vietnamese 
peovle is opposed to the U.S. intervention 
and because no stable, effective government 
can be established in Saigon. 


Yet the United States build-un increases at 
a tremendous rate. Some 150,000 ground 
troovs [Nov. 1965] are in South Vietnam, 
while thousands more Americans Particivate 
in the war from warships, carriers and planes 
located outside the country. On June 30 1964 
a well-known U.S. dipolmat was asked what 
he thought would be the consequences of 
massive American involvement in Vietnam. 
His answer was: . 
“Well, that “eons we become a colonial 
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power and I think it has been pretty well Dominican Republic last Spring to prevent a. 
established that colonialism is over. I be- liberal regime from coming to Power. (See- 
lieve that if we start doing that you will Senator Fullbright’s notable speech of Sept.. 
get all kinds of unfortunate resultS: you 15, 1965.) 

will stir up anti-foreign feeling; there'll 


be a tendency to lay back and let the I should think that you, Cabot, as a former 


Americans do it and all that. I can’t think rine Ambassador to ee ane a 
that it is a good thing to do. pledged to uphold its arter and interna 5 
ional law in general, could not but Suffer 
My dear classmate, do you know who said many qualms of conscience in upholding the 
that? Why, it was none other than the president's current foreign policy. For the 
Honorable Henry Cabot Lodge, then serving agministration’s brutal course of action in 
his first term as Ambassador to South Viet- Vietnam flagrantly violates the Charter of 
nam. So now that long-suffering country 1s, the United Nations, the Geneva Accords of 
as implied in your own words, fast becoming 1954 the principles laid down at the Nurem- 
a U.S. Colony. Are you hoping soon to become pherg Trials of Nazi war criminals, and the 
Governor of the fifty-first American state— 1949 Geneva Conventions of the Internat- 
South Vietnam? ional Red Cross dealing with the “rules of 
war.” 


AMERICAN PRESTIGE SET-BACK 


GRABBING ASIAN REAL ESTATE 


Please consider carefully that if the Presid- 
ent keeps on escalating this Vietnam agen As a member of the United States ape 
and rabbing more and more Asian real atic corps, you cannot be unaware at. 
aie, the Soviet Union and Communist president Johnson’s Vietnam venture haa. 
China will surely react With far more effect- seriously set back American influence and 
ive ages ear a ce ey have es Bias bk oe ee ae ae anes 
hitherto. Herein lies a terrible danger. Johnson has been able, roug ul : 
continuing escalation could finally erupt into arm-twisting, to obtain support here and 
the Great Nuclear War that could bring un- there, but even America’s own allies ~ ce 

d devastation to the U.S.A. and many appalled at our Vietnam policy. On the she 
efter countries. Johnson and you, Cabot, are ae the duration are the pressing tasKs of 
gambling with the survival of our nation and working out disarmament agreements re- 
of the human race itself. garding both nuclear and ie etn weap- 

i ite Walter Lippman 

Addressing you now as a former Senator, pe ge pene cee te eeeing ae 
ab ONS Ng aio belo of the nations, inciuding that of Red 
energy te UE ene Ot ee ond China itself, towards the peaceable co-exist- 
you ought to be much concerned with the ae ane econo dation which is the pre- 
prerogatives and powers of that august body : les.” 

i ituti dominant need of all the peoples. 

as set forth in the American Constitution. Trine. Gutamlacs 
Today, President Johnson is usurping the —New York Herald Tribune, i ‘ j 
functions of both the Senate and the House he way out of the Vietnam mess is clear 
of aan ah by aae ae ee There must be a eeeuce of a een 2 
sntone de~jACbo War in ViSulait Y- all of Vietnam and a general cease-fire; 
passing the Constitution’s pronouncment in peace conference that includes the National 
Article 1, Ser 8, ee pe alone has yiperation Front as an peseneaseat aul 
the power to declare and make war. in its own right, and the various 

You, as an ex-Senator, should be one of the directly involved; and a settlement that dir~ 
first to protest against the President’s dictat- ectly returns to the original Geneva Accords. 


orial flouting of the Constitution—an obvious This would mean the complete withdrawal of 


illegality that is contributing towards the the United States Army and all other foreign 


breakdown of democratic government in the trooos from South Vietnam; a guarantee 


United States. Another examPle of Johnson’s against any foreign military bases in that 
dangerous misuse of the Executive function country; and elections to enable the Viet- 
was his dispatch of 20,000 Marines to the namese people freely to choose their own 
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government in accordance with the long est- 
ablished principles of self-determination. 


It is often said that America would lose. 
face if it gets out of Vietnam without win- 
ning a clear-cut victory. But the United 
States has already lost so much face because 
of its barbaric conduct in Vietnem that this 
argument has little merit. In all truth, our 
country would gain much prestige by retiring 
from Vietnam just as did France and Presid- 
ent de Gaulle when they finally agreed to 
Algeria’s independence. 


Of coures a negotiated settlement would 
be helpful to the Communist countries as 
well as the capitalist. The self-interest of 
every nation is best served by peace. Thus 
the position I have presented is essentially 
pro-American and pro-humanity. It Is a 
position shared in general by millions of 
American teachers, students, writers, clergy- 
men and workers, as well as such eminent 
individuals as President de Gaulle, Senator 
Gruening, Senator Morse, Professor Linus 
C. Pauling, Bertrand Russell and Arnold 
Tonybee. 


In conclusion, then, I urge you, Cabot 
Lodge, to stop abetting President Johnson’s 
evil actions and designs in Vietnam. It would 
be an enormous pity at this advanced stage 
of your career fer you to fatally tarnish your 
reputation by qualifying as a leading War- 
Hawk. Resign your Ambassadorship and re- 
build your public image before it is too jate! 
The highest patriotism is not militaristic; it 
is to strive for justice and peace and that 
amity which is the best assurance for 
America’s national security. Come home and 
help transform the Republican Party into the 
great American Peace Party, opposed to U.S. 
military intervention in Asia, Latin America 
or anywhere else. On that Platform you and 
the Republican Party may well win another 
election. 


Your” ‘ncrre), © 
C, O,. 


P.S. Because of the pressing importance of 
the Vietman issue I am treating this com- 
munication as an Open Letter and am send- 
ing it to our fellow Harvard classmates. 


Printed and published in Gt. Britain by 
The Strickland Press Montrose St. Glasgow 


‘CONSCRIPTION IN AUSTRALIA. 


Sir, —From time to time one reads of British 
Migrants complaining that before leaving Britain 
they were not informed truly of conditions in 
Australia, It is doubtful if people in the British Isles 
are aware of Australia’s present policy of conscripting 
twenty-year -old men to serve in the army in Vietnam, 
wee twe conscripts have been killed within recent 
weeks. 


; We hope that you will give this letter wide pub- 
licity so that any young men of conscription age, or 
any parent with sons of twenty, or approaching twenty 
will think again before coming to Australia, As soon 
as they step ashore, these young men are liable to be 
eenscripted and sent off to fight and perhaps die in 
the jungles of Vietnam, and all in the interests of 
American power politics. 

Our advice to intending migrants in this category 
is: DON’T COME. 


J. A. KANE 

Save Our Sons Association 
Vice-President, W. Australian 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
A reader writes, in idyllic mood:— 


Perhaps, John, in your busy and ernest life you 
have not the time and opportunity to see the dignity 
and quiet clean beauty of a Spring day in the country. 
How the flowers grow in simple and imperturbable 
grandeur. How the birds and wild-life go their ways 
as if humanity with all its tears did not exist, 

I am fortunate in that my son sometimes takes me 
cut where the hundred year old trees stand shelter- 
ing the children of nature; where the hills glow, in 
season, with the misty blue of heather, and where 
clear water runs thro the clear valley. 

All this I sometimes see, and I think of you and 
the many ernest lovers and battlers for a new way of 
life. I think of you in that jungle of stone and plast- 
er and I scem to see you all glow, in contrast to the 
whole hurly-burly and dark surroundings of the 
akward city—I say, I seem to see you glow with the 
delicate tint of a Spring flower, lighting the dark 
places, and giving hope to jaded spirits, 

Long may you continue te light the way—tho, let 
it not be too long before the shadows which darken 
man’s spirit fice, 


Yours, ... JOHN W. SCOTT 
KILMARNOCK 


John wistfully replies: I haven’t moved beyond the 
centre of this city for 16 years. Then, when I saw 
how the asphalt jungle was devouring green fields and 
toppling aneient trees, I hurried back to the warrens 
where no grass grows, and no birds sing and where 
the great trees no longer weep in the silent rain. 


RICHARD CARLILE: Pioneer fighter for the free- 
dom of the press: by Guy A. Aldred 160 pages (illus.) 


‘Post free, Fwo shilling 
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MEET YOUNG Dr. MARX 


R. S. Montague introduces a young man whose name became more widely known 
than any other in the history of mankind— and we find him very human. 


HIRSCHEL MARX, the father of Karl Marx, 
adopted the Christian religion in the autumn 
of 1816, a year after his marriage to a Dutch 
Jewess named Henrietta Pressburg. On the 
24th August 1824 the young Karl Marx, aged 
six years stood at the font of the National 
Evangelical Church in the ancient city of 
Trier with his brother and five sisters. When 
that Summer day ended all the Marx children 
had become Christian like their father. 

For the young Marx his school days were 
about to commence. Little is known of his 
life at school but some idea of his developing 
character can be gleaned from an eSsay he 
wrote on leaving his college in August 1835. 
The subject was “The Reflections of a Youth 
before choosing a Profession. ’He wrote: 

When we have chosen the positicn in life in which 
we can best work for humanity, then burdens cannot 
erush us, for they are sacrifices for all, Then it is no 
poor, narrow egotistical joy which we experience; 
our happiness belongs to milliens, and our deeds live 
on, silently and effectually, and our ashes are watered 
by the glowing tears of noble men, 

A somewhat picturesque but prophetic 
expression of his future gifts, self-sacrifice 
and genius in the cause of mankind. He wrote 
years later: “If one chose to be an ox one 
could of course turn one’s back on the agonies 
of mankind and look after one’s own sKin.” 
Frantz Mehring in his Karl Marx which is 
the standard biography wrote: “No man has 
ever done so much as Karl Marx to destroy 
the causes of “the suffering. of humanity.” 


UNIVERSITY LIFE 


Marx entered the University of Bonn in Oct. 
1835 and studied Jurisprudence, philosophy 
and history. At the end of the Summer term 
1836 he transferred to Berlin university 
and remained there till the end of March 
1841. His inexhaustable search for knowledge 
and truth and with such amazing energy and 
capacity for work his health suffered through 
overstrain. During a second bout of illness 
he studied the whole works of Hegel from 
beginning to end. He was only just 20 when 


he joined the club of the Young Hegelians 
in 1838. 


In April 1841 the young Karl received the’ 
diploma of Docior of Prilosophy from 
Jena University. His Doctor’s thesis was: “The 
Difference Between the Democritean and 
Epicurean Philosophies of Nature.” Although 
he wrestled with all the philosophies, invent- 
ed new metaphysical systems, wrote Poetry 
and translated the classics into German he 
led a gay and merry University life and was 
once arrested by the authorities for riotous 
behaviour. His father complained of his. 
spending and in one long letter wrote: “My 
worthy son spends 700 thaler in a year as 
though we were made of money. In defiance 
of all advice and against all usages and al- 
though the richest need no more than 500: 
thaler.” But his father agreed that Karl was 
neither a spendthrift nor a waster. 


LOVE AND MARRIAGE 


It was while at Bonn University that Marx, 
at the age of 17, became secretly engaged to 
Jenny von Westphalen whom he had known 
since their childhood days together. Four 
years older than Marx she had unusual spirit, 
strength of character and a brilliant mind. 
The poet Heine who knew her paid glowing 
tribute to her charm and wit. No sooner had 
Marx enrolled at Berlin University than he 
expressed his feelings of love and devotion 
towards her by filling three exercise books of 
poems all dedicated “To my dear and ever- 
beloved ‘Jenny von Westphalen.” She was 
descended in the female line from the family 
of the Dukes of Argyll and her brother was a 
minister of the king of Prussia. 


Marx was always proud of her beauty, her 
birth and intelligence. In a letter to Rouge 
July 9 1842 he declared; “I can assure you 
without any romanticism that Iam head over 
heels and in all seriousness in love. We have 
been engaged now for over seven years....” 
They were married June 19 1843 and at the 
end of October the young couple went to 
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Paris where Marx edited the Deutsch- 
Franzosische Jahrorucher. From London in 
i863 Marx went to Trier to attend the funeral 
of his mother, and from there he wrote; 
“Every Gay I am asked left and right about 
the former ‘most beautiful girl in Trier’ the 
“Queen of the Ball’. It is damned agreeable for 
aman wine his wife lives on in the memory 
of a wrole town as ‘an enchanted princess”. 


POVERTY 


; During their life in London the Marx family 
lived in extreme poverty and Marx often 
visited the pawnbroker to obtain money for 
such things as food and to pay doctors’ bills. 
One day he went to pawn some heavy silver 
spoons of. different Datterns. This silverware 
was three or four hundred years old and bore 
the coat of arms and crown of the Argyll 
family and the family device: Truth is my 
maxim. 


The pawnbroker was quite naturally sus- 
picious on seeing a wild-looking foreigner 
with bristling black whiskers in possession of 
such rare and valuable silverware. Marx only 
narrowly escaped arrest. No doubt his address 
was checked and investigated by the police 
for he had no further trouble when visiting 
the pawnbroker with the antique silver-plate 
bearing the family crest of the Argyll family. 


MARX MEETS ENGELS 


One of the most important events in the 
early life of Marx was his meeting with 
Frederick Engels his life-long friend and 
collaborator. Friedrich Engels was born in the 
Rhineland industrial town of Barman 28th 
November 1820. His father was a Well-to-do 
cotton manufacturer and was partner in the 
textile firm of Ermen and Engels in 
Manchester. After Some buSiness training at 
the Arman factory Engels left home in Nov- 
ember 1842 to gain further exPerience at the 
cotton spinning mill in Manchester, 

On his way to England he visited the offices 
of the Rheinische Zietung in Cologne. Engels 
had contributed articles to this, the first 
great opposition newspaper which was allow- 
ed to appear in Prussia. In April 1842 Marx 
had begun to contribute to the Rheinische 
Zeitung and in the first half of October he 
proceeded to Cologne to become its editor. 


There in the editorial offces towards the end 


of November 1842 Karl Marx and Frederick 
Engels met for the first time. Owing to certain 
misuncerstanding this first meeting was cold 
and unfriendly- 


FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 


Marx had written in the Rheinische 
Zeitung: 

Is a press which degrades itself to a trade free? A 
writer must certainly earn money in order to exist and 
write, but he should not exist and write in order to 
earn money, The first freedom of the press must con- 
sist in its emancipation from commerce. The writer 
who degrades the press to a material means deserves 
@ punishment for this inner slavery that outer slavery 
which is censorship, or perhaps his very existence is 
his punishment, 

A man must write as an end in itself and if 
necessary he must sacrifice his own existence 
for his writing. Marx lived up to that stand- 
ard all his life. 


When Marx and Engels met for the second 
time in September 1844 they were in full 
agreement with similiarity of views. Engels 
writes: 

_ When I visited Marx during the Summer of 1844 
it was obvious we. were in complete harmony as far as 
theoretical matters were concerned. From what 
time cur working partnership may be dated. When 
in the Spring of 1845 we met again, this time in 
Brussels Marx had already elaborated the main 
points in his materialist theory of history. Now we 
set about the task of working the theory out in its 
manifeld details. This theory which was to revolution- 
ise the science of history, this theory for which Marx 
was mainly responsible (for I played a very insig- 
nificant part in the matter) was of the utmost im- 
portance to the contemporary working class movement 

During the Summer of 1845 Marx and 
Engels twice journeyed to England staying 
altogether about six weeks, for the most part 
in Manchester. 


THE PHOTOGRAPHS—AND MONOCLE 


Of the seven published photographs of 
Marx taken between 1863 and the late 1870’s 
in only one, 1863, is he without the familiar 
monocle on the black cord hanging over his 
chest. He was not a good orator and would 
frequently drop his monocle which. he would 
slowly replace in his right eye. Marx took an 
interest in everything and when he was 
particularly attracted to anyone or a witty 
remark was made he would adjust his 
monocle and survey the pefson in question 
with friendly interest. He was somewhat 
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short-sighted but wore spectacles only when 
reading or writing for a long time- 


His favourite maxim: Nothing human is 
Foreign to me.. His favourite motto: De om- 
nibus dubitandum: Doubt everything... 


KARL MARX—SOME OPINIONS 


A man without desire for fame, caring nothing for 
The fanfaronade of life or the pretence, without heste 
and without rest. A man of strong, broad, elevated 
mind, full of far reaching projects, logical methods 
and practical aims, he stood and yet stands behind 
more of the earthquakes which have convulsed nations 
and destroyed thrones, and do now menage and appal 
crowned heads end established frauds, than any other 
man in Europe, not excepting Joseph Mazzini himself. 
Marx’s manner of speech reminded me of that of 
Socrates—so free so sweeping, so creative, so incisive, 
so genuine—with its sardonic touches its gleams of 
humour and its sportive merriment. 


—JOHN SWINTON, Chief editorial -writer for the 
*New York Times’ and editor of Dana’s ‘Sun’. He met 
Karl Marx in 1880. 


He never condescends to cast a glance of useless 
longing at the past, his cry to the present is,always, 
‘pass by, we are waiting for the future’. Nor is the 
future at all mysterious, uncertain or dreadful to him. 
There is not a word of fear, nor appeal to chance. nor 
to providence, nor vain remonstrance without nature, 
nor any other familiar sign of giddiness which 
seizes men when they climb to heights which com- 
mand a view of the past, present, and future human 
society Marx keeps his head like a God. He has dis- 
covered the law of socialdevelopment and knows what 
must come. The thread of history is in his hands. 

—BERNARD SHAW 


No thinker in the nineteenth century has had so 
direct, deliberate, and powerful an influence upon 
mankind as Karl Marx. : 

PROFESSOR -ISSAC BERLIN (1939) 


The appearance of Marx’s materialist philosophy 
Was a genuine revolution, the greatest revolution 
known in the history of human thought. 

—G. V. PLEKHANOV. 


Marx looms up as one of the truly great figures in 
the development of Western thought. To scan the 
intellectual history of the past three centuries, the 
centuries that produced us, without pausing for 
a long look at Marx would be like staging Julius 
Caesar without Caesar. 


—PROFESSOR CLINTON. U.S.A. 1960 
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R. C. EDITOR FACES HIS 
CHURCH LOSSES 


The greatest failure of the Roman Church. 
in Britain is its inability to integrate itself 
into English culture, according to a recent 
report from the Rev. Michael Gallon, editor 
of the Catholic Gazette,monthly magazine of 
the Catholic Missionary Society.. 


In what he calls “a balance sheet article” 
on the state of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Engind, Father Gallon writes: 


“The Catholic population in England con- 
tinues to stick out like a sore thumb from 
ordinary Englishmen. For too long the only 
revelant question to be asked about a person 
is: Is he a Catholic? If he is, then all is well. 
The result is the miserably small percentage 
of Catholics in Parliament or Public affairs.” 

While the number of new churches, schools 
and parishes might indicate progress, wYites 
Father Gallon, “if one digs deeper one might 
unearth facts that cause doubt and not a 
little anxiety,” adding: 


“At times one gets the impression that most 
of these that come from abroad, apart from 
the Iriish, have lapsed.” 


The convert rate, he says, “is paltry enough 
compared with the lapsation rate; in fact 
the enthusiasm for converion in England 
seems to have vanished.” 


A gem from David Frost’s column in the ‘Spectator’ 
(8 July 1966): 

—And indeed one should not forget the BBC pro- 
ducer in Vietnam who, when asked what he thought 
of the scene taking place in front of him as American 
planes bombed a South Vietnamese village while 
Vietnamese troops moved in to deal with the villagers 
as they fled replied: “It’s great television, 
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